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KAISAHAN’s Position on CARP Beyond 2008

Twenty years after the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law (CARL) was enacted, the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) specifically its funding allocation are again facing an impending end despite the fact that CARP is far from complete.

According to the DAR, the remaining LAD balance of about 1,077,538 hectares is comprised mostly of problematic private agricultural lands, where strong resistance from landowners is a common occurrence. Thousands of hectares have already been awarded to farmers. Unfortunately these ARBs are not yet installed. 

The DAR also estimates that there will still be some 132,620 unresolved agrarian cases as a result of loopholes in the existing law and heightened landowner resistance after 2008.

Given such circumstances, we, Kaisahan tungo sa Kaunlaran ng Kanayunan at Repormang Pansakahan together with our partner People’s Organizations (PO) deemed it imperative to support the proposed legislation on CARP that will provide sufficient funding and significant reforms that will address various implementation and policy issues confronting small farmers, and to help accelerate the completion and realization of the program.

We are confident that House Bill no. 1257 filed, by Rep. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel of Akbayan, includes the necessary amendments and will provide sufficient funding for CARP.

Putting a seven-year deadline on LAD completion via Compulsory Acquisition will pick up the pace of completing the LAD balance. Establishing the CARP Accomplishment Validation Team and Oversight Committee (CARP AVTOC) will help ensure that targets will be met and the deadline will be followed. 

Allocation of 3.8 % of the total national budget every year, beginning 2008, through automatic appropriations is reasonable and fair considering that only 41% of ARBs received quality support services from the government and that the remaining LAD balance pertains mostly to PAL (plantation, haciendas) and thus expensive. 

HB 1257 also strengthens credit and support services delivery to the farmers. Providing initial capital for agricultural production upon the award of EPs/CLOAs to ARBs -including leaseholders- is a good strategy for delivering support services to all newly awarded ARBs with EPs/CLOAs.

The proposed creation of an inter-agency committee on support services will provide farmers better access to support services and credit.   

HB 1257 also stresses that CARP is a continuing program. Thus, eliminating circumstances where farmers would again lobby for the extension of budget for CARP because the program target has not been met at the specified time. Meaning, the program will continue until such time that the program target has been accomplished. HB 1257 provides for enough funds for support services for ARBs after the seven years deadline of LAD. This aims to continue providing FBs quality support services and legal assistance for the attainment of agrarian justice.  CARP, being a constitutional mandate, cannot end with the expiration of the law augmenting funds to the program
.  


HB 1257 proposes amendments which addresses major CARP implementation and policy issues including: indefeasibility of EP/CLOA; standing crops in relation to non-installation of FBs; equating installation to the actual, direct, physical, peaceful and continuing possession; stricter rules on conversion; recognition of women farmer’s right to own and control land; giving other qualified farmer beneficiaries legal personality; and legal standing among others.

If the funding for the program will not be extended, an estimate of 700,000 landless farmers will be deprived of the opportunity of having their own land. In addition, discontinuation of the program will also result in lesser support services delivery to farmers and ARBs.

Ending the implementation of CARP without completing the acquisition and distribution of lands covered by the program will result in the anomalous situation where a few own big landholdings in excess of what the Constitution deems equitable while leaving hundreds of thousands of farmers landless.

In the final analysis, acquiescing to the end of CARP will send a wrong message to all citizenry that it is beneficial and rewarding to resist, disrespect and disobey laws of the land.
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�	 DOJ Opinion No. 9 Series of 1997 where the period in Section 7 is merely directory and not mandatory.





